Basic Scale Chart for Soloing

CHART 1

1) In the first column we start with the Dominant 7th chord you will be improvising over. In the next column is its “Parent Scale” – this is the “Modal” scale, in this case it’s the “Mixolydian” mode because the dominant 7th chord is the 5th degree of the parent scale (e.g., C7 is the 5th of the key of F). 

2) The Melodic Minor scale is next. Play this scale over the dominant 7th in the 1st column, and the “Altered Dom.” scale to its right can also employ this Melodic Minor. (An altered dominant chord usually has more than one altered function within it, e.g., C7#11b13, C7#9b5, C7#5b9, etc (but you can also use it w/out the alterations). In the last row is the “Dom. 7 #9” chord and its related Mel. Min. scale.

These are only “Basic” soloing techniques and do not encompass the whole picture.

In CHART 2 are listed basic uses for scales over the Dom. 7th. Aug. 5th, the Dom. 7th b9, the Dim. 7th , and Half Dim. 7th Chords.

CHART 1 – DOMINANT CHORDS

	Dominant 7th
	Modal

Parent Scale
	Melodic Minor
	Altered Dominant 7th
	Dominant 7th #9

	C7
	F
	G
	F#7 alt
	C7#9

C# Mel. Min.

	F7
	Bb
	C
	B7 alt
	F7#9

F# Mel. Min.

	Bb7
	Eb
	F
	E7 alt
	Bb7#9

B Mel. Min.

	Eb7
	Ab
	Bb
	A7 alt
	Eb7#9

E Mel. Min.

	Ab7
	Db
	Eb
	D7 alt
	Ab7#9

A Mel. Min.

	Db7
	Gb
	Ab
	G7 alt
	Db7 #9

D Mel. Min.

	Gb7
	B
	Db
	C7 alt
	Gb7#9

G Mel. Min.

	B7
	E
	F#
	F7 alt
	B7#9

C Mel. Min.

	E7
	A
	B
	Bb alt
	E7#9

F Mel. Min.

	A7
	D
	E
	Eb7 alt
	A7#9

Bb Mel. Min.

	D7
	G
	A
	Ab7 alt
	D7#9

Eb Mel. Min.

	G7
	C
	D
	Eb7 alt
	G7#9

Ab Mel. Min.


CHART 2 – EXTRA DOMINANT CHORDS
	Dom. 7th b9
	Dom 7th #5
	Dim. 7th
	Half Dim. 7th

	C7b9 =

C Half/Whole Dim. scale (1 b2 b3 3 #4 5 6 b7)
	C7#5 = F Mel. Min
	C Dim 7th =

C Dim. scale

(1 2 b3 4 #4 #5 6 7)
	C Half Dim. =

Eb Mel. Min.

	Apply to all 12 Keys
	
	
	


